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SHOWNOTES 
Welcome to Episode #021 
Mankind | Naked and Not Ashamed 
Genesis 2:1-25  
 

Welcome to Episode #021 of Way of the Bible podcast. In this episode we’ll be looking at Genesis 
Chapter 2 and the account of Mankind | Naked and Not Ashamed. Chapter 2 of Genesis takes 
a closer look at the Creation of mankind, his work in the garden, a command and warning from 
God, the creation of woman from man, and their status in eternal bliss – Gen. 2:25 Adam and his 
wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  
 
The Bible, sixty-six books, written by 40 different authors, over about a 1500 year period, is the very 
words of God spoken into the minds of the authors by the Holy Spirit. I’m convinced that every 
word, letter, number, name, and place were intentionally put into the book by the Holy Spirit or a 
reason. OI believe one reason is that God provided us a physical document in which we can 
search out on our own the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ. And people have 
been doing this searching for literally thousands of years; filling massive libraries around the world 
with their writings.     
 
As an introduction to today’s podcast, I want to present two verses from Scripture.  
Psalm 93:2 Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity. 
We live in a time bounded reality; with time being a physical property effected by mass, gravity, 
and velocity relative to the speed of light. Eternity exists outside time altogether – it is unbounded. 
God is eternal and unbounded filling everything. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
Our knowledge of eternity was set into our hearts by God from the very beginning. We all know in 
our hearts that there is something beyond us we cannot explain. 
 
I believe part of this “beyond us” we cannot explain is revealed by God in the first two and last 
two chapters of the Bible. God reveals to us the origin, nature, and condition of the heavens and 
the earth we occupy in Genesis 1 and 2. In Revelation 21 and 22, God reveals to us the origin, 
nature, and condition of a new heavens and new earth believers will occupy in eternity. Beginning 
in Genesis 3 and ending in Revelation 20 is the account of mankind between these two eternal 
states. We’ll explore what happened next episode that broke the entire creations connection with 
the eternal. 
 
On today’s episode, I want you to consider what we are encountering in Genesis 2 may be 
occurring in dimensional state beyond the constraints of what we know as our current space time. 
And that these may be the same type of conditions we will encounter in the Eternal State of 
Revelation 21 and 22. 
 
Genesis 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the 
seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from 
all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from 
all the work of creating that he had done. 
 
We could spend a whole series of episodes on this passage alone. Notice the seventh day does 
not have an evening or a morning. There is a lot here we’re going to skip over. For your own study, 
go to Hebrews Chapter 4 and you’ll be blessed. 
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Three times in this passage to term work is used in relation to God. 
 God had finished the work he had been doing (v2) 
 He rested from all his work (v2) 
 He rested from all the work of creating he had done (v3) 
 
The remainder of Chapter 2 deals with the creation and work of mankind.  
 
Genesis 2:4-6 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the 
LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth 
and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was 
no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface 
of the ground.  
 
In verse 5 as it describes the lack of vegetation on the surface it is noted that God had not sent 
rain on the earth, AND “there was no one to work the ground.” The idea of work is not from 
mankind, but is connected with what it means to be created in the image and likeness of God; 
as we’ll see…   
 
Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  
 
When looking chemically at the composition of the human body, you will find all the essential 
elements of that composition are found in the soils of the crust of the earth. If you really want to 
know what your made from the major elements (above 1%) include oxygen 62%, carbon 23%, 
hydrogen 10%, nitrogen 2.6%, calcium 1.4%, and phosphorous 1.1% plus eleven additional 
elements and trace elements. All of which return to the dust in their elementary and fungible state 
upon the death of the body.  
 
Genesis 2:8-9 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the 
man he had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
 
Lots here, but we’ll keep it tight.  
God planted a garden “in the east, in Eden” (east of what…)  
God put man in the garden (Eden).  
God made all kinds of trees that were pleasing the eye and good for food. 
 In the middle of the garden were  
the tree of life (eat from it and you’ll live forever) 
tree of knowledge of good and evil 
 
Genesis 2:10-14 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into 
four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13 
The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14 The name 
of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.  
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Scholars and geographers have been looking for the location of the river flowing from Eden but 
have been unable to locate it directly. The consensus would likely located it either in Turkey or 
Kuwait; but that assumes Eden is in our dimensionality… more on this later. 
 
Genesis 2:15-17 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree 
in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.”  
 
Man was given work to do by God from the very beginning – to work and take care of the Garden 
of Eden. And the Lord commanded the man not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die. – And we will see that dying was not just 
for mankind, but the entire created order as well. 
 
Genesis 2:18-20 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.” 19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all 
the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever 
the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  
 
Adam names all the animals, no suitable helper 
 
Genesis 2:21-24 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 
sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD 
God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to 
his wife, and they become one flesh.  
 
Genesis 2:25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 
That brings us to the end of Chapter 2. Death has not always existed for mankind, we were not 
created for death but to inherit eternal life. In Genesis Chapter 3, death enters the world through 
sin. Sin and death continue on earth to this day. And will continue until the end of the third to last 
chapter of the Bible, Revelation Chapter 20, when Jesus returns to judge the earth, reign and rule 
on the earth for 1000 years, and finally cast death and hades into the eternal lake of fire. 
 
SUMMARY 
We opened this discussion with two passages that spoke of eternity – the place where God dwells 
in fullness. God has set eternity into the human heart. That’s why we know in our hearts there is 
something beyond we are experiencing here. And could it have been through this portal into 
eternity that God breathed into us the breath of life and we became living beings.  
 
Chapter 2 opens with God resting on the seventh day from all his work he had been doing – the 
seventh day did not have an evening or morning – His rest remains open. Jesus says in Matthew 
11:28-30, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
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yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
We next see that vegetation had not yet appeared on the dry ground and that there was no one 
to work the ground. After which God creates man from the dust of the earth and breaths the 
breath of life into him, and he became a living being. God then planted a garden in the east, 
Eden, and placed man in the garden to work it. Eden, I believe, was a dimensional reality beyond 
our own. And it was in Eden God planted in the center of the garden the tree of life and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. While Adam was given the right to eat from any tree including 
the tree of life, he was commanded not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil or he 
would die. God recognized it was not good for man to be alone so He decided to create a helper 
for him and paraded all the other living creatures before Adam, which Adam named, but none 
was found suitable. So God created woman from man; such that the two when joined become 
one flesh. In total innocence and bliss of existence, while man and woman were naked, they felt 
no shame.   
 
From this point forward thru Revelation 20 is the account of God redeeming mankind to reenter 
this eternal state of innocence and bliss forfeited by Adam when he ate the forbidden fruit. And 
while work is what we were created in God’s image and likeness to do, you may be surprised by 
the work God requires. And we’ll look at that work at the end of our next Episode #022.  
 
In regard to the top five philosophical questions we’re answering in the Genesis Creation narrative. 
Where did everything come from? (Origin) God is the creator of everything we see.   
 
Why are we here? (Purpose) Mankind was blessed by God to be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth, 
and given dominion over the earth to rule and reign – We’re about to see in Chapter 3, that Adam 
lost our dominion but the blessing and purpose remains; although delayed in fullness. 
 
What does it mean to be human? (Identity) Mankind was created in the image and likeness of 
God 
 
How should we live? And where do we go when we die? Are answered in Genesis 3. 
 
As with Chapter 1, we’ve merely scratched the surface of the surface of what can be discussed.  
I encourage you to start your own study of this Chapter and discover for yourself the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ you’ll encounter. 
 
On our next episode [#022] we’ll begin explore the sin narrative of Genesis Chapter 3 and the 
consequences of sin, enslavement to the devil, and death. This current world is not a safe place. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review 
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com 
Join me on the Path 
Write me a note 
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Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus 
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God  
 • Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances 
Be blessed my brothers and sisters 
 
 


